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sign manual, he consigned it to me ; he also wrote a
note to the mother of the Brdhmans, and having laid
trays of gold and jewels before the boys as presents,
he dismissed them. I returned to the temple highly
pleased, and went to the old woman.

" The contents of the king's letter which had arrived
were as follows. After the usual compliments and
tenders of service and devotion, [the king] had written,
c That according to the orders of your highness, the
situation of governor of the fort has been conferred
upon this Mmalman, and a Mil'at1 has been bestowed
on him. He is now at liberty to put the former
governor to death; and all his effects and money now
belong to this Musalmdn; he may do with him what
he pleases. 1 hope my fault will be forgiven/ The
mother of the Bra/mans was pleased with the letter,
and said, * Let the music strike up in the naubat-khdna
of the pagoda! Then she sent with me five hundred
well-armed soldiers, who were good marksmen2 with
the musket,to go with me, and gave them orders to go to
the port, seize its governor, and deliver him up to this
Musalmdn, in order that he may put him to death

practice has frequently given rise to much roguery, and even bloodshed, as it
is so easy, by bribes, to get a seal-cutter to forge almost any seal, a notorious
instance of which appeared some twenty years ago in the case of the Raja
of Sattara. Though the Muhammadan laws punish with severe penalties
such transgressions, yet seal-cutters are not more invulnerable to the powers
of gold than other men. Kings, princes, nawwabs, &c., have a private
mark, as well as a public seal, to official papers; and a private seal and
mark for private or confidential papers.

1  j^WyiVat or honorary dress is generally bestowed on a person when he
is appointed to a new situation.

2  Literally, " who could hit a "kauri suspended by a hair.'"'    The "kauri
is a small round shell used to denote the minutest denomination of money*
In Bengal it is about the hundredth part of a paisa.